Children’s Internet Protection Act

September 2003

THE LAW (47 USC 254 (h) (6))
· Applies to libraries that wish to receive e-rate discounts for Internet Access or

               Internal Connections. It does not apply to discounts received for 

               telecommunications costs, including voice and data circuits.

· Applies to libraries that wish to apply for LSTA grants to purchase computers used to access the Internet, or to pay for direct costs associated with accessing the Internet. 

REQUIREMENTS OF THE LAW

All computers with Internet access (public and staff) must operate with blocking or filtering technology that prevents access 
1. for both adults and minors to visual depictions that are obscene or child pornography; 

2. for minors (not yet attained the age of 17) to visual depictions that are harmful to minors.

Definitions for the images that CIPA requires to be blocked: 

Obscenity (18 USC 1460):  Since obscenity is not defined by this US Code section the courts will most likely rely on the guidelines set forth in Miller v. California (413 U.S. 15, 25(1973))  All three criteria must be satisfied: (a) whether "the average person, applying contemporary community standards" would find that the work, taken as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest; (b) whether the work depicts or describes, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically defined by the applicable state law; and (c) whether the work, taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value.  (Note: For CIPA 

Obscenity applies only to visual depictions). 

Harmful to Minors: Any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that--

(i) taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in nudity, sex, or excretion;

(ii) depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact (as defined in 18 USC 2246), actual or simulated normal or perverted sex acts, or a lewd exhibition of the genitals; and

(iii) taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value as to minors. 

Child Pornography (18 USC 2256, Section 8):  Any visual depiction, including any photograph, film, video, picture, or computer or computer-generated image or picture, whether made or produced by electronic, mechanical, or other means, of sexually explicit conduct, where-- 

      (A) the production of such visual depiction involves the use of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct; 
      (B) such visual depiction is a digital image, computer image, or computer-generated image that is, or is indistinguishable from, that of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct; or 
      (C) such visual depiction has been created, adapted, or modified to appear that an identifiable minor is engaging in sexually explicit conduct. 


Thanks to Candace Morgan, Fort Vancouver Regional Library, who allowed Washington State Library staff to excerpt sections from her CIPA handout 
